
By Joyce M. christian, greensBoro, al

      (as told to her by Reita Parham, owner of Golden Branch Farm)

Over the years it has become an expectation to hear, “The Gypsy Vanner Horse is the kind of horse dreams are made of.”   
In fact, I can count on one hand the number of Gypsy Vanner owners who have not said something about dreams in their 
story with these horses.  They simply evoke a magic that more often than not results in a dream of one kind or another 
coming true.  This is such a story.

Reita Parham was living in Florida back in the mid 1990’s when she would see a rare and beautiful horse.  Dennis and 
Cindy Thompson had just imported sixteen of these horses and established a registry for them.  The Thompsons named 
the breed, Gypsy Vanner Horse.  The first stallion they imported was a son of the Old Horse of Wales, named The Log, 
once owned by a Gypsy, Roy Evans.  The Thompsons renamed the stallion, Cushti Bok, which means “Good Luck” in the 
Romany language.  

A GVHS

JOURNEY
Hall of Fame
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One of the nicest mares the Thompsons had seen in their 
search for “the best” to lay the foundation of this new 
breed had been a daughter of Cushti Bok.  Unfortunately, 
Roy Evans had gifted his son with this mare and therefore 
she was not available.  This did not deter Dennis and 
Cindy from searching out quality and they found another 
daughter of Bok that caught their eye and they purchased 
her.  To honor her sire and a favorite horse from Dennis’ 
childhood she was named, “Cushti Bok Lady”.  Due to their 
shared love of a horse named “Lady” this mare would at 
first be owned by Dennis’ brother, Jim.  He then would make 
Reita’s first dream come true when he sold Cushti Bok Lady 
to her.  Reita would dub this delightful mare, “Ladybug”.

Now with the mare of her dreams safely in her barn, she 
began to think about the stallion that would one day lay 
the foundation for her breeding program at Golden Branch 
Farm in Mississippi.  Reita has a distinct appreciation for the 
history and foundational genetics the Thompsons sought 
out and imported.  If she was going to have a top of the 
line Gypsy Vanner Horse breeding program it had to start at 
Gypsy Gold.  With Ladybug she had the treasured Cushti Bok 
line.  In searching for just the right stallion she remembered 
the wonderful stories Dennis had shared about each of the 
original sixteen imports.  Among them was a remarkable 
mare, Shampoo Girl, a daughter of Romany Rye and out of 
the Patsy McCann breeding program.  The McCanns had 
told Dennis and Cindy to keep this mare, to never sell her; 
and that they did.  Her offspring have proven their dam 
many times over now some twenty years later.  It would be 
a son of The Gypsy King, the second stallion imported to 

Gypsy Gold, and out of Shampoo Girl that would take his 
place as the herd sire at Golden Branch Farm fulfilling yet 
a second dream for Reita.  His name would be GG Oz The 
Wizard born in 2006.

The dream of establishing a quality breeding farm for Gypsy 
Vanner Horses was well on its way to becoming a reality.  
However, Reita knew the process for building a breeding 
program is one that takes time and patience; it also takes 
an understanding of quality within the breed, and then 
taking those outstanding foals and growing them with 
proper training into horses exhibiting the most sought after 
traits within the breed.  Slowly and with much patience and 
an eye for conformation, Golden Branch Farm grew.  

With the help of friend and professional trainer, Paulette 
Stoudt, the training preparation was put in place.   Reita 
knew that Paulette’s training strategies allowed each 
horse to be an individual while at the same time enabling 
breed traits to shine through.  Young horses learned early 
on about partnership and trust.  By establishing such an 
environment, the natural willingness of the breed became 
even more evident.  Paulette’s steady patience and her 
belief in each horse gave them the courage to try all the 
new things she taught them.  When she saw the blueprint 
for the GVHS Hall of Fame recognition and Oz, Ladybug, 
and their talented offspring, she knew they could do this.  
It would take hard work, long days, training consistency, 
intelligent horses, a faith in herself when she wasn’t sure 
she could go on, a true friendship like the one she had with 
Reita to reach the goal.  

JOURNEY



GVHS Hall of Fame Stallion
GG oz tHe wizard 

GV01381F1
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GG OZ THE WIZARD
SIGNIFICANT AWARDS

• 2014 FHC National Champion 
Reinsmanship Driving, Western 
Pleasure WJL, English Pleasure 
WTC, Dressage Suitability in Hand

• 2014 FHC Reserve National 
Champion Pleasure Driving, 
Freestyle, Dressage Suitability US 
WTC

• GVHS 2014 #6 High Point Overall

• GVHS 2014 #5 High Point 
Performance

• GVHS 2014 High Point Halter 
Honorable Mention

• GVHS Versatility Medallion of 
Honor
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She pushed herself and gave each horse the experience to go 
beyond expectations at shows.  While many prepared their 
Gypsy Vanners for walk/trot classes, Paulette went the extra 
mile teaching each of Golden Branch’s horses to pick up a 
canter with ease.  Knowing the Gypsy Vanner’s natural desire 
to “just work at a walk” to see them move into the canter with 
a simple urging shows the strength of her training program and 
the level of partnership she has developed with the horses in 
her care.  Paulette wasn’t finished with them until each one 
took up the discipline for which the breed was bred, the beauty 
and art of carriage driving.

With the strength of foundational genetics and phenotypes, 
paired with this exceptional training program in place, Golden 
Branch Gypsy Vanners were clearly on the road to the GVHS 
Hall of Fame.

GG Oz the Wizard successfully sired outstanding foals.  As they 
were sold to new owners the dream was shared with them.  
Many of those owners took hold of the hope to allow these 
horses to showcase this new, rare breed in the show ring.   Now 
eleven years into this process an amazing accomplishment has 
been achieved for Reita Parham and her Golden Branch Farm.  
This year, 2017, the GVHS welcomed Cushti Bok Lady into its 
Hall of Fame making her the very first mare to achieve this 
honor.  In addition, 2017 saw GG Oz The Wizard become the 
second stallion to be added to the GVHS Hall of Fame.  He is 
the first USA born stallion to achieve this recognition.  Another 
amazing fact to note is all five of his offspring earned the GVHS 
Versatility Medallion of Honor, meaning they demonstrated not 
only their quality but also their performance ability across all 
required disciplines.  This is also a first for Golden Branch Farm 
as it is the first time a farm has had two of its horses achieve 
this honor together.  

The rise to GVHS Hall of Fame status is quite a journey.   To earn 
GVHS Hall of Fame recognition, the horse must have offspring 
that are evaluated in both Conformation/Movement and in 
Performance.

a. A Hall of Fame Stallion must have 5 offspring that have 
received a Gold Medallion of Quality.

b. A Hall of Fame Mare must have 3 offspring that have 
received a Gold Medallion of Quality.

The following pages highlight the champion offspring of 
Cushti Bok Lady, aka “Ladybug”, and GG Oz The Wizard whose 
Evaluations earned GVHS Hall of Fame recognition for these 
two exceptional breeding horses.

GVHS Hall of Fame Mare
cuSHti bok lady 

GV00006F1



GB Cushti Bok Baby  GV03891, born 2013  
 Cushti Bok Lady x GG Oz The Wizard

Cushti was trained by Paulette Stoudt and also 
completed her GVHS Evaluations earning the GVHS 
Versatility Medallion of Honor.

GB Shahan  GV02399F2, born 2009  
 Cushti Bok Lady x GG Oz The Wizard

GB Shahan, is a full brother to GB Sweet Lucy and GB 
Cushti Bok Baby.  He is 7 years old and training at 4th 
Level dressage.  Proudly owned by Joanna Kelsey he 
resides in Palm City, Florida and has also earned his 
GVHS Versatility Medallion of Honor.  

GB Bocelli  GV02507  born 2011  
 Downs Delight x GG Oz The Wizard

Bocelli is yet another wonderful horse by GG Oz The 
Wizard who has earned his GVHS Versatility Medallion of 
Honor.  At the summer 2015 Feathered Horse Classic he 
earned Championships in Dressage & Western Dressage 
and achieved Overall High Point Champion. At the FHC 
Nationals he went on to win Western Pleasure and 
Freestyle national titles.  He was awarded GVHS 2015 
#10 High Point Performance.  Bocelli is currently owned 
and loved by Karen Chadwick who continues to show 
him.
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Also notable is GB Hypnotiq  GV01379F2  
aka “Indy”  born 2008 GB Disney Gold x 
Latcho Drom’s Caymus.  GB Disney Gold 
is a daughter of Cushti Bok Lady by The 
Gypsy King making him a grandson of 
“Ladybug”.  Indy also has earned his 
GVHS Versatility Medallion of Honor.

As you can see the Golden Branch Farm 
Gypsy Vanner Horses have gone above 
and beyond the requirements to qualify 
for the Hall of Fame.  They have certainly 
set the bar high for future farms who 
might hope to follow in their hoof prints.  
While this incredible record shines light 
on Reita’s understanding of quality in 
the Gypsy Vanner Horse breed as well 
as her dream to show their performance 
versatility, her dream didn’t stop there.  
Her dedication to preparing her horses 
across disciplines and trusting Paulette 
with their training has also paid off in 
the show ring.  It is not uncommon to 
hear the announcer call the name of a 
GB bred horse when it is time to award 
the ribbons.  In fact GG Oz The Wizard 
while now a recognized sire of quality 
performance foals has a most respectable 
performance record as well.  

Golden Branch Farm Gypsy Vanner 
Horses have found their way into the lives 
and hearts of owners here in the USA, in 
Canada, and in New Zealand.  These proud 
owners have taken up the reins to carry 
out Reita’s dream at their farms. 

GB Sweet Lucy   GV02508, born 2011   
 Cushti Bok Lady x GG Oz The Wizard

Lucy was trained by Paulette Stoudt and she has 
completed her GVHS Evaluation earning her GVHS 
Versatility Medallion of Honor.  She also was shown 
at the Summer 2015 Feathered Horse Classic and Fall 
Feathered Horse Classic earning Reserve Champion 
Performance and qualified for the Nationals.  Lucy 
now belongs to Linda Southern Heathcott and lives 
at Spruce Meadows in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

GB Kapriel  GV03892 born 2013 
 Downs Delight x GG Oz The Wizard

Kapriel is the fifth offspring of Oz to earn his GVHS Versatility 
Medallion of Honor.  He was also shown at the Fall 2016 Feathered 
Horse Classic where he was awarded Overall High Point, Open 
Performance Champion, Driving Reserve Champion and Reserve 
Grand Champion Gelding.  At the end of 2016 he was awarded GVHS 
2016 #10 High Point Performance.
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Their smiles grow as these wonderfully bred 
Gypsy Vanner Horses not only fulfill the 
dreams of their breeder and showcase the 
talents of their trainer, but are making dreams 
come true for their new owners as well.  In New 
Zealand, proud owner, Lynda Boulton of Gypsy 
Royal Stud offered her Gypsy Vanner Horses to 
the movie crew filming “The Lord of the Rings” 
movie, “The Hobbit”.  Lynda has shared how 
these movie folks were shocked at the mild 
demeanor and unwavering bravery exhibited 
by these horses with little to no preparation for 
“the take”.  They performed beautifully!  I know 
I have had people say to me, “I think those 
were Gypsy Vanner Horses in that movie”.  To 
which I happily reply, “Why, yes they were.”  
Among those horses in the movie GB The King’s 
Savannah took her place.  Now folks, that is the 
stuff dreams are made of! 

The breeding farm at Golden Branch is not 
a large farm.  Its breeding program would be 
considered small.  Its focus has been on quality 
not quantity.  Breeding horses, raising them 
to maturity, training them and then getting 
them out to be seen and known takes time, 
a love of the process, a commitment to the 
very foundation of a breed, a desire to see 
something you have worked so long and hard 
for come to pass. 

Reita wants us to remember the name, “GB 
Cushti Bok Baby”.  She is so proud of this mare 
who was the last foal out of Cushti Bok Lady.  
Reita claims, “She might just be a keeper.”  Both 
Reita and Paulette see the carryover of quality 
in the tiny colt now at Cushti’s side.  Given the 
consistency in Reita’s breeding program and 
Paulette’s training, I have no doubt this is a 
name we will hear again. 

From seeing a rare and beautiful horse, to being 
able to purchase the only imported daughter 
of Cushti Bok, then on to carefully choosing a 
stallion from the known history and pedigrees 
of the newly recognized breed, to making 
breeding choices to preserve the expected 
phenotype, and then to provide training to 
demonstrate the breed’s ability to perform 
with ease across disciplines, the journey has 
taken time, has not always been easy, but if you 
talk to Reita and Paulette they will tell you it 
has been worth it all.   

A friend is someone who knows the song in your heart and can sing it 
back to you when you have forgotten the words.  That friend is GG Oz 
The Wizard.  I did forget the words in 2011.  Tried to find the yellow 
brick road somewhere over the rainbow.  A stallion sent to me, GG 
Oz The Wizard, to see what he was capable of doing or being; never 
thought I would be training a Gypsy Vanner.  On January 17, 2014, 
Oz and I left Wild Heart Stable headed to the Feathered Horse Classic 
in Jacksonville, Florida.  Going only to give Oz exposure, nothing 
expected.  I was alone with a stallion that I was bonded with.  Oz 
and I were the first ones in the ring on January 18, 2014.  I entered 
the ring with Oz in hand and he started to sing that song back to 
me.  As the show progressed, he rose to the occasion, never making 
a mistake, I rode him in classes he had never done, neck reining, lead 
changes, trail, dressage, English, Western, command and the list is 
overwhelming.  Winning in things he had never done, he carried 
me and my broken heart to win Champion Performance, Reserve 
Champion Dressage, and Champion Overall Gypsy Vanner.

Three more FHC shows, from Mississippi, North Carolina, to Georgia, 
he sang the song, championships in all, and a total of four Overall 
Champion Gypsy Vanner awards.  He ended the year with multiple 
championships at the FHC nationals……I was remembering the words!

GG Oz The Wizard raised the bar in the show world here, WJL, WTC 
everything done like a seasoned finished horse.  It was during this year 
the decision was made to prove him and his ONLY five babies, two of 
which were foals at their mothers’ sides that year (Kapriel/Cushti) as 
candidates for awards offered through the GVHS Evaluation Program.

With everything Oz has done, all that he is, his offspring I have 
trained he sings the song, a great song – a song of pride, great 
accomplishment, talent, and ability; a disposition unmatched, a 
classic, A TRUE CHAMPION that deserves to be celebrated.  No, he 
doesn’t know, but I do know he sings the song in my heart and will 
forever.”                                            – Paulette Stoudt, Wild Heart Stable

While owners and breeders certainly have the right to feel proud 
when their horses reach national recognition, trainers are the 
ones who have often spent the blood, sweat, and tears to take the 
horses to those levels.  In her own words let Paulette Stoudt share 
her dedication and joy received from the Gypsy Vanners of Golden 
Branch Farm:
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